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For instance, a mother was charged with accepting
marriage fees for her daughter from two different families.
The case was brought before the Court and suitably
settled. Infringements of settlement rules are similarly
dealt with by the people themselves.
The settlement numbers about 1,800 souls (men, women,
and children), grouped in seven little hamlets, the settlers
building their own houses. Originally these were simply
of palm-leaf and posts, for which a few rupees were allowed.
Now comfortable cottages are springing up.
A strong religious element, which has from the first
prevailed, has laid a solid foundation of real reform. At
daybreak, before commencing work, all the villagers
assemble in two centres for prayer and Bible reeling,
together with a brief exhortation regarding the duties of
the day.
One day the manager told the settlers he had brought
thirty Telugu Testaments, as he thought many of them
would like to possess their own copy for their family. It
was true that few of the adults could read, but their
children were learning and could read to them at home,
when their day's work was over. They would cost six
annas each. Sixty hands were immediately raised, and
it became necessary to double the supply.
What a change has taken place in the appearance of
the settlers since their first arrival! The women* s hair
was dishevelled, their clothing ragged, and their general
appearance untidy and dirty, until the manager announced
one day that no woman would be granted a pass to go to
the bazaar to do her marketing unless she presented a ne^t
appearance. He could not allow them to disgrace the .
settlement by going about like so many vagrants. The
effect was magic. Each woman vied with the others in
presenting a respectable appearance.
When we paid one of our first visits to the Colony, my
wife was called upon to present a prize of one rupee each
to the ten most neatly dressed women.   More than 200*
candidates presented themselves, and it was difficult to
decide which should be the prize-winners.
The love for the Bible among the Criminal Tribes
extended even to the children. A little girl had been for